
Distributor Technical Bulletin 
Grounding Close to a Pole 

 
 
                         Electrical Distribution Safety 
 

 
 

August 16, 2006    1 of 1     Bulletin DTB-05/06 
 

Provincial Office 155A Matheson Blvd. West, Suite 200, Mississauga, Ontario  L5R 3L5 
Fax 905-507-4572 

Website:  www.esaeds.info

TECHNICAL AWARENESS – GROUNDING AND POLES 
This Bulletin supplies information that LDCs should consider when installing grounding electrodes, such 
as ground rods, close to their poles.  Typically good utility practice shows a minimum 50cm clearance 
from the pole.  Reasons for a clearance to the pole include the following: 
 

• A pole’s wicking action around the pole can draw moisture away from soil surrounding the pole 
and as a result may change local soil resistivity 

• Pole movement can reduce surface pressure and soil contact 
• Backfill material may have higher resistivity then surrounding native soil.  Placing the ground 

electrode in high resistance backfill material will increase resistivity.  This could affect the ability 
of the ground to maintain neutral voltage levels, and affect the dissipation of current from 
lightning and ground faults.   

 

 
 
ESA RECOMMENDS:  
ESA recommends LDCs follow standards, specifications and maintenance practices to ensure good 
ground connections now and in the future. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  
If you can provide additional information on this Bulletin or any other Utility issue, please contact ESA to 
share your experiences. Additional information requests, and follow-up information may be directed to 
ESA. Please be prepared to quote Bulletin “DTB-05/06”.  
  

  E-Mail:  Utility.Regulations@ElectricalSafety.on.ca  


