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GENERAL STATEMENT: 
ESA has been made aware of a 1996, S&C Electric Canada Ltd, Important Product Information bulletin 
regarding In-Line Disconnect Switches.  This bulletin addresses issues with a type of In-Line Disconnect 
Switch that is still a problem in our industry.  This bulletin is meant to ensure LDCs are aware of the 
problem and provide background information. 

 

 
TECHNICAL AWARENESS: 
With the switch type shown above there are 2 current paths.  “Path A” shows the desired current path, 
through a wedge connector, to the terminal pad, and through the switch blade.  If “Path A” develops a 
high resistance, more current with be forced through the undesired path indicated by “Path B”.  The 
current along “Path B” can cause heating issues, leading to end fitting separation. 
 
ESA recommends that crews are made aware of this issue and inspect for any visible signs of cracking.  It 
is important that proper connections are made, including proper cleaning and abrading of the conductor 
and the use of oxide inhibitor.    LDCs could investigate the use of dead-end insulators to increase the 
impedance of current through “Path B”. 
 

 
ATTACHED INFORMATION: 
The Important Product Information bulletin has been attached for LDCs. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
If you can provide additional information on this Bulletin or any other Utility issue, please contact ESA to 
share your experiences.  Additional information requests, including report(s) and follow-up information, 
may be directed to ESA.  Please be prepared to quote Bulletin “DTB-03/06”. 

  E-Mail:  Utility.Regulations@ElectricalSafety.on.ca  
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